CLAIMS 

1. A dri^e apparatus for a hybrid vehicle comprising: 
an engW; 

a motor Constituted by a stator and a rotor; 
an automatic transmission having a fluid transmitting 
apparatus ; and \ 

a case for receiving said motor; and 

a driving force\output from said engine and said motor being 
transmitted to an inp^it member of said fluid transmitting 
apparatus, \ 

characterized in tha\ said motor is arranged in a side of an 
outer diameter of said flrmd transmitting apparatus at a position 
at which at least a part of \said motor is overlapped with said 
fluid transmitting apparatus ±ji an axial direction, with a 
predetermined gap between said /rotor and said fluid transmitting 
apparatus, and \ 

said rotor is supported by oneV>f said fluid transmitting 
apparatus and an output shaft of saiel engine or a combination of 
any two among said fluid transmitting Apparatus , said case and the 
output shaft of said engine. \ 

2. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, 
characterized in that said rotor is supported by the output shaft 
of said engine and an input member of said fl\aid transmitting 
apparatus. \ 

3. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, 
characterized in that said rotor is fixed to and supported by the 
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in]3ut member of said fluid transmitting apparatus. 

4. \fche drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, 
characterized in that said rotor is fixed to and supported by the 
output &haft of said engine. t 

5. The dVlve apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, 
characterized in that said rotor is supported by said case and the 
input member Vf said fluid transmitting apparatus. 

6. The drive Apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, 
characterized inVthat said rotor is supported by said case and the 
output shaft of ScNld engine. 

7. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 2, 
characterized in that\said rotor has a shaft portion at a center 
of rotation thereof, arm the shaft portion of said rotor is in 
contact with an output sftaft of said engine in an axially narrow 
area, thereby being supported by said output shaft in such a 
manner as to freely move ^oWt^vely. 

8. The drive apparatus for ayiybrid vehicle according to claim 7, 
characterized in that a concaveXportion is formed on an end 
surface of the output shaft of said engine, 

an annular protruding groove portion is formed in an axially 
narrow area on an outer peripheral surface of the shaft portion of 
the rotor, and \ 

a shaft portion of said rotor is inserted to said concave 
portion and said protruding groove portioX is in contact with said 
output shaft, thereby being supported by saYd output shaft. 

9. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle \according to any of 
claims 2, 7 or 8, characterized in that said fjmid transmitting 


apparatus has a front cover covering a turbine runner and serving 
as saidVnput member connected to a pump impeller, and 

said rotor is supported in a portion opposing said rotor in 
said front cover and in a side of an outer diameter of said cover. 

10. The drive\apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 9, 
characterized i\ that said fluid transmitting apparatus has a 
center piece at aVenter of rotation thereof, and 

said rotor is centered by said center piece. 

11. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to any of 
claims 2, 7 f 8, 9 or lo\ characterized in that a flex plate for 
transmitting a driving force is provided between the output shaft 
of said engine and said rotVr, 

a part of said flex plate^is extended out to a side of an 
outer diameter of the stator iivvs^id motor, and 

a sensor for detecting a ph4a^ of the rotor in said motor is 
arranged in the side of the outer cfciameter of said motor so as to 
detect the extended portion of said rdex plate. 

12. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 2, 
7, 8, 9, 10 or 11, characterized in that Nan end portion of an 
output shaft of said engine is rotatably supported by a bearing 
portion and a concave portion is formed on arv end surface of said 
output shaft, \ 

said rotor has a shaft portion in a center o\ rotation thereof 
and said shaft portion is inserted to said concaveujortion so as 
to be supported to said output shaft, and \ 

a portion to which the shaft portion of said rotoAis 
supported is arranged so that at least a part of the portion is 


overlapped with said bearing portion. 

13. The dnive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 3, 
characterized in that said engine output shaft and the input 
member of saXd fluid transmitting apparatus are supported so as to 
freely move relatively and connected so as to freely move in an 
axial direction^ 

14. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 4, 
characterized in uJiat said engine output shaft and the input 
member of said flui)d transmitting apparatus are supported so as to 
freely move relatively and connected so as to freely move in an 
axial direction. \ 

15. The drive apparatus^ f or a hybrid vehicle according to claim 5, 
characterized in that saYd rotor and the input member of said 
fluid transmitting apparatus are integrally fixed so as to be 
rotatably supported to saiA case and connected to the output shaft 
of said engine so as to fr/eVy maxfe in an axial direction. 

16. The drive apparatus for a\ hybrid vehicle according to claim 6, 
characterized in that said rotor and the output shaft of said 
engine are integrally fixed so m to be rotatably supported to 
said case and connected to the inaut member of said fluid 
transmitting apparatus so as to freely move in an axial direction. 

17. The drive apparatus for a hybrick vehicle according to any of 
claims 1 to 16, characterized in that\said fluid transmitting 
apparatus has a front cover covering aVturbine runner and serving 
as said input member connected to a pumA impeller , and 

said front cover has a flat portion extending in an axial 
direction and said rotor is arranged in a sJ.de of an outer side of 
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said flat portion with said predetermined gap. 

18. The driv^apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to any of 
claims 1 to 17 ,V characterized in that said predetermined gap is 
within a range between 0.8 and 3.5 mm. 

19. The drive apparatus for a hybrid vehicle according to claim 17, 
characterized in thal\ aaid fluid transmission apparatus is 
constituted by a mullA^^si^c'lutch and has a lockup clutch for 
connecting said input member to said turbine, and 

said lockup clutch is arranged in a side of an inner diameter 
of said flat portion in said^ront cover. 
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